Vacation in OOB in our hous...

2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

What describes your relationship to the Town of Old Orchard Beach (OOB)? (check all that apply)

216 responses

I live in OOB year-round
| live in OOB seasonally
| own property in OOB

| work in OOB

| go to school in OOB
None of the above

138 (63.9%)

57 (26.4%)
104 (48.1%)

I have a Child in OOB school
| spend time in OOB year-ro...
Own a Seasonal Business

| am a regular visitor
| grew up and lived in Ocean...
We live in a neighboring sub...
Family property in Ocean Park.

1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)

1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
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What is your marital status?

216 responses

@ Single, never married

@ Married or domestic partnership
@ Widowed

@ Divorced

@ Separated




2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Please identify your age group below:

216 responses

@ 1824
® 2544
© 45-64
® 65-74
@ 75 and over

Please identify your age group below:

216 responses

@ 1824
@ 25-44
© 45-64
@ 65-74
@ 75 and over

How long have you lived in Q0B?

216 responses

@® 1-5years

@ 6-10 years

© 11-15 years

@ 16-20 years

@ 21+ years

@ Owned house for 17 years.
® Grew up in OOB, left for 40 years for...
@ on and off for 60 years
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2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

How many people, including yourself, live in your household?

216 responses

Q1
o2
@3
@4
@5
®s5
o7

® | live alone

Where do you work?
216 responses

I work in Old Orchard Beach

| work outside of Old Orchar...
| work from home/telecommute
I'm retired

I'm unemployed

I'm a student

Mother

Disabled

Stay at Home Parent

I'm an heavy equipment ope...
Massachusetts kohls

Self Employed

I'm a self-employed Realtor,...
PT outside of OOB

work part-time

work part-time and volunteer
None of these options fit.

I work part time in Ocean Pa...[i—1 (0.5%)
Hybrid i—1 (0.5%)

0 20 40 60 80 100

23 (10.6%)

64 (29.6%)
36 (16.7%)
99 (45.8%)

3 (1.4%)
0 (0%)

1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)
1 (0.5%)

1 (0.5%)



2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

What do you like about Old Orchard Beach (Choose top 3)

212 responses

Jobs

Tax Rate

Community appearance
Housing choices
Shopping Choices
Sense of community
Schools

Location

Parks and recreation

6 (2.8%)
25 (11.8%)

50

68 (32.1%)

100

120 (56.6%)

98 (46.2%)

150

What do you like MOST about downtown OOB? Check all that apply:

187 responses

Sidewalks

Parking availability
Businesses
Landscaping
Signs

Buildings

21 (11.2%)
21 (11.2%)

25

50

52 (27.8%)

59 (31.6%)

75

94 (50.3%)

100

186 (87.7%)

200

118 (63.1%)
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What do you like LEAST about downtown OOB? Check all that apply:

197 responses

Sidewalks 42 (21.3%)

Parking availability 112 (56.9%)
Businesses 68 (34.5%)
Landscaping 50 (25.4%)
Signs 49 (24.9%)
Buildings 81 (41.1%)

0 25 50 75 100 125

Opportunities for social relationships and quality interactions with others in OOB are

211 responses

@ Very poor

® Poor

@ Fair

® Good

@ Very good

@ Without pets to walk, or kids in school,...
® unknown

® | have not tried hard to be fully involved
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00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

How available to you is the information that you need in your day-to-day life?

212 responses

@ Not at all

@ Alittle

@ Moderately

@ Mostly

@ Completely

@ wtf

@ Difficult to obtain on town website
® N/A

What are your primary modes of transportation? (mark all those you use on a regular basis)
216 responses

Bicycle

Walking

Drive personal vehicle
Bus

Ride share

62 (28.7%)

154 (71.3%)
205 (94.9%)

Car-pool/Van-pool
Trolley 1 (0.5%)
Wheelchair 1 (0.5%)
Uber or Lyft 1(0.5%)
Scooter/moped 1(0.5%)
Moped 1(0.5%)
Seasonal Trolley 1(0.5%)
Downeaster/Amtrak 1(0.5%)
Scooter 1(0.5%)
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2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Are you satisfled with the availability of parking in OOB?

214 responses

@ Very satisfied
@ Satisfied

@ Neither

@ Dissatisfied

@ Very dissatisfied

[ live within a walk from a bus stop.

205 responses

® 5 minute

@ 10 minute

@ 15 minute

@ Too far to walk

Do you use the bus [public transportation]?

214 responses

@ Yes
® No




2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Do you use local Amtrak Downeaster [train]?

215 responses

® Yes
® No
Do you do most of your primary shopping at 00B businesses.
215 responses
® Yes
® No

| consider QOB to be walkable, meaning amenities are accessible by foot.

215 responses

@ Not at all walkable
@ Slightly walkable

© Moderately walkable
@ Very walkable

@ | don't walk anywhere




2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

What OOB public lands do you utilize most often?

214 responses

Veterans Memorial Park 70 (32.7%)

Milliken Mills trails 39 (18.2%)

School Street OOB/Eastern Trail

0,
Connector 51(23.8%)

Blueberry Plains 16 (7.5%)
Beach 193 (90.2%)
Street Sidewalks 146 (68.2%)

0 50 100 150 200

Please rate how well Q0B is doing in addressing preservation of public natural areas and open

Space:
216 responses

® Very good
® Good

@ Fair

® Poor

@ Very poor

® Don't know
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Please provide your opinion of the Town's parks, trails, and open spaces:

215 responses

@ Excellent

@ Above Average
@ Average

@ Below Average
@ Very Poor

@ Don't know

How satisfied are you with the Town's use of the O0B Ball Park?

211 responses

@ Very satisfied
@ Satisfied
18% @ Neither

@ Dissatisfied

@ Very dissatisfied
How important is focusing on maintaining a sustainable, natural environment in the long-term

planning process?
215 responses

® Very important

@ Important

@ Moderately important
@ Slightly important

@ Not important
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The Town should increase the amount of public lands for additional parks, trails, and open space:

214 responses

Should town ordinances include standards to encourage higher density residential development?

208 responses

@ Strongly Agree
® Agree

@ Undecided

@ Disagree

@ Strongly Disagree

@® VYes
® No

Where would higher density residential development be appropriate?

66 responses

Entire Town

Downtown

East/West Grand Ave Area
Ross Rd Area

Smithwheel Rd Area
Portland Ave Area
Cascade Rd Area

Saco Ave Area

Union Ave Area
Atlantic/Washington Ave Area
Ocean Park

21 (31.8%)
22 (33.3%)
11 (16.7%)
18 (27.3%)
19 (28.8%)
20 (30.3%)
21 (31.8%)
17 (25.8%)
17 (25.8%)
13 (19.7%)
7 (10.6%)

10 15 20 25
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2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Should the town encourage affordable housing?

209 responses

® Yes
® No

How should the town encourage affordable housing?

114 responses

Allow more units through density

0,
bonus 57 (50%)

Reduce permit fees 48 (42.1%)

More forgiving space and bulk

0,
standards (e.g., setbacks, height) 45 (39.5%)

Reduce the number of required

0,
parking spaces 23 (20.2%)

Should the town adopt standards to regulate aesthetics?

211 responses

® Yes
® No
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2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

What aesthetics should the town regulate?

172 responses

Building

Land

signage

Support legacy and low in...
There should be requirem...
Maintenace of building alo...
Prohibit construction over...
trash gathering in yards
Vehicles on lawn, junk iny...
Absentee landlords do not...
Control/Limit shoreline buil...
Sop allowing development...
Downtown

Curb appeal and pride. Ju...
The pier

Let's have a standard for v...
signs

Make local businesses lan...
signage on businesses
Property maintenance

we have so many blight h...
Watch illegal land filling
Everything in the Downto...
Have standards for busine...
noise control

Safe pedestrian and bicycl...
Plantings, trees

Open space. Too many tre...
E & W Grand Ave., Old Or...
The ugly Pier

It should offer guidelines,...

2 (1.2%)

1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)

1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)
1 (0.6%)

50 100

111 (64.5%)

150

162 (94.2%)

200
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2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

For which of the following should aesthetics be regulated:

170 responses

@ Businesses only
@ Multifamily Residential and Businesses

@ 1 & 2 Family Residential, Multifamily
Residential and Businesses

Where should aesthetics be regulated?

167 responses

Downtown 152 (91%)

Ocean Park

Saco Ave 93 (55.7%)

East & West Grand Ave 122 (73.1%)

Cascade Rd 58 (34.7%)
Portland Ave 62 (37.1%)
Smithwheel Rd 57 (34.1%)
Residential neighborhoods 69 (41.3%)

0 50 100 150 200

What are your thoughts on town land use ordinances?

163 responses

@ Too restrictive
@ Just right
@ Not restrictive enough




2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Should the town provide incentives to encourage business growth?

204 responses

® Yes
® No

Please choose two incentives to encourage business growth.

143 responses

Reduced permitting fees

Tax credits

Fast-track permitting

Density bonuses

Awards (e.g., business of th...
anything that does not invite. ..
I'm not expert in this area. O...
Develop neighborhoods care...

1(0.7%)
1(0.7%)
1(0.7%)
1(0.7%)
)
)

encourage use of existing Inf...
small local business owners... |1 (0.7%
Limit the low end businesses...[I—1(0.7%
incentives for year round or...[F—1 (0.7%)
Higher standards to encoura... i1 (0.7%)
Target a variety of business t... i1 (0.7%)
more affordable rent/rent sta... i1 (0.7%)
available parkingi—1 (0.7%)
Start up tax credits[i—1 (0.7%)

20

40

B0 (42%)
66 (46.2%)
65 (45.5%)

54 (37.8%)

60

80
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Overall, how satisfied are you with the conditions of public infrastructure in OOB?

214 responses

@ Very satisfied
@ Satisfied

@ Neutral

@ Dissatisfied

@ Very dissatisfied

Do you believe minimal investment in public infrastructure will satisfy the needs of O0B residents,

business owners, and visitors during the next 10 years?
208 responses

® Yes
® No
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Which public infrastructure do you consider the most neglected in OOB (Choose 2)?
204 responses

Roads 103 (50.5%)
Sidewalks 109 (53.4%)
Sewer 57 (27.9%)
Water
Stormwater 105 (51.5%)
Street Signs 27 (13.2%)

0 25 50 75 100 125

Which public infrastructure should secure the most funding during the next 10 years (Choose 1)?
210 responses

Roads 85 (40.5%)
Sidewalks 81 (38.6%)
Sewer
Water
Stormwater 89 (42.4%)
Street Signs
0 20 40 60 80 100
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2024 PUBLIC SURVEY RESULTS
00B COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Should the town consider climate change when planning public infrastructure upgrades?

214 responses

® Yes
® No
Should the town do more to protect its natural resources?
212 responses
® Yes
® No

Which natural resources are most critical to you (Choose 3)?

214 responses

Ocean 151 (70.6%)
Stream/Brooks 73 (34.1%)
River 35 (16.4%)
Wetland 95 (44.4%)
Forest/Woods 71 (33.2%)

Plants/Vegetation
Dune System
Beach

Soils

Air quality
Sunlight

34 (15.9%)
140 (65.4%)
158 (73.8%)

46 (21.5%)
23 (10.7%)

0 50 100 150

200
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What do you believe is the biggest threat to the natural resources most critical to you (Choose 3)?

212 responses

Human 122 (57.5%)

Storms 122 (57.5%)

Development

48 (22.6%)

Stormwater

Habitat loss 29 (13.7%)

Pollution 54 (25.5%)

Lack of regulation 42 (19.8%)

Climate change 98 (46.2%)

0 25 50 75 100 125

How important is climate change when planning future development?

213 responses

@ Very important

@ Important

@ Neutral

@ Somewhat important
@ Not important
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During the next 10 years, how should the town prioritize its efforts to protect natural resources
(Choose 3)?

214 responses

Beach and Coastal Management 188 (87.9%)

Climate change adaption 99 (46.3%)
Habitat restoration 48 (22.4%)
Enforcement 71 (33.2%)

Zoning 37 (17.3%)

Stormwater management 98 (45.8%)
Human use mapping 21 (9.8%)
Land base pollution source imp... 42 (19.6%)
0 50 100 150 200
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