
 OLD ORCHARD BEACH CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
 Monda\ JXne 9, 2025 7:00 PM 

 ToZn Hall 

 Members in attendance: Kimbark Smith, Mar\ Pat Donnellon, Barr\ Jackman, 
 Charlie BackXs, C\nthia N\e 

 GXest: Janet Anderson, Ocean Park Association (OPA) enYironment committee 

 1.  PURMecW USdaWeV b\ MePbeUV 

 CRPSRVWLQg aW LRUaQgeU ScKRRO  - Mar\ Pat and C\nthia  reported a sXccessfXl 
 Zrap Xp of \ear one, inclXding an ice cream part\ for the Green Team proYided 
 b\ Fielder's Choice. AboXt 25 stXdents from 3rd and 4th grade are on the Green 
 Team, led b\ 3rd grade teacher Sarah Wilder. Mar\ Pat also pXrchased Fielder¶s 
 Choice gift cards for C\nthia to giYe to stXdents in grades 6-8 Zho compost. 
 Most 6th - 8th graders didn¶t compost; Ze hope to help them improYe ne[t \ear! 

 CRPSRVWLQg aW WKe TUaQVfeU SWaWLRQ  - Mar\ Pat met  Zith Diana A]an]aa, Zho 
 sXggested Casella on Valle\ Road for composting, since the\ haYe a program. 
 Biddeford Xses it, too. It inYolYes an anaerobic digester s\stem that is part of 
 Ecomaine, the compan\ Ze alread\ Xse for rec\cling. Mar\ Pat and Tim met 
 Zith Casella. 

 HePORcN ZRRO\ adeOgLd SUedaWRU beeWOe UeOeaVeV  : C\nthia  reported that Ze 
 released 2300 beetles in late Ma\/earl\ JXne, inclXding 300 beetles donated to 
 the school b\ the lab. BecaXse Ze ordered Zith other organi]ations, Ze had a 
 discoXnt on the beetles and Xsed the saYings to coYer more beetles and 
 shipping and handling. The total cost Zas $5,587.00. OPA paid $1500 for GXild 
 Park as part of a grant project. ConCom paid $3,000. StXdents raised $90 Zith a 
 bake sale. The remainder Zas paid Zith grant mone\ from GMRI aZarded to the 
 school for an ash and hemlock project Zith 5th grade and science enrichment. 

 Beetle release report: 
 Ɣ  GXild Park: 500 beetles released b\ C\nthia and son Sam N\e. We foXnd 

 neZ green tips on hemlock branches, a positiYe sign. 
 Ɣ  Jameson Woods: 300 beetles released b\ 5th grade classes Zith C\nthia 
 Ɣ  Milliken SoXth: 600 beetles released b\ C\nthia¶s science stXdents 
 Ɣ  Milliken North: 300 beetles released b\ C\nthia and Sam 
 Ɣ  BlXeberr\ Plains: 300 beetles released b\ C\nthia and Sam (neZ site) 
 Ɣ  Eastern Trail b\ Mill Pond: 300 beetles released b\ C\nthia and Sam 



 MLOOLNeQ MLOO WRRdV* NRUWK TUaLO WRUN:  Kimbark has been Zorking Zith Mark 
 on moYing trees and moYing recentl\ deliYered lXmber for the stream crossings. 
 (*MaUN K QRWed b\ ePaLO afWeU WKe PeeWLQJ WKaW WKe QaPe Rf WKLV SURSeUW\ LV 
 MLOOLNeQ MLOO WRRdV, VSecLfLed b\ WKe faPLO\ ZKeQ WKe OaQd ZaV dRQaWed.) 

 MaLQe TUaLOV gUaQW aSSOLcaWLRQ  : Kimbark and Mark haYe  started the grant 
 application to Maine Trails Program for sXpport for a trail on the Ahearn 
 propert\**  (**MaUN K VXJJeVWed b\ ePaLO WKaW WKLV SURSeUW\ be QaPed AKeaUQ 
 WRRdV)  that Zas donated across the street from the neZ parking lot to the right. 
 The trail has to cross a lot of Zet groXnd. The application Zill inclXde a proposed 
 canoe laXnch on Mill Pond and one on Ross Road on the Pine Point end. 

 2.  GRRd aQd WeOfaUe 

 Charlie BackXs shared and sXmmari]ed Maine conserYation neZs reports: 
 Ɣ  positiYe neZs aboXt Atlantic Salmon retXrning to Maine riYers 
 Ɣ  feZer broZn-tail moth larYae this \ear 
 Ɣ  Maine¶s Wildlife Protection Plan Zill be e[panded to inclXde endangered 

 plant species as Zell as endangered animal species; primar\ state fXnding 
 soXrces are secXre for noZ 

 Ɣ  NeZ England Cottontail reintrodXction has begXn to be sXccessfXl 

 Barr\ noted that Zork is XnderZa\ in Memorial Park. 

 Barr\ Zill get an introdXction to the neZ director of OceanZood. 

 Mark Koenings has staked a trail and contacted CMP aboXt bXilding an ADA 
 compliant trail across propert\ near the solar farm. We hope and e[pect that this 
 Zill eYentXall\ be bXilt. 

 Kimbark is in talks Zith StanTech aboXt treating phragmites in Jordan Park 
 Marsh in mid-AXgXst. There are large patches in JPM, small patches in Randall 
 Park Marsh and Ancona Marsh as Zell. 

 Charlie is meeting Zith Larr\ Mead to do Zater sampling for Maine Health\ 
 Beaches and Zill talk Zith him aboXt the possibilit\ of planting a feZ American 
 chestnXt trees in Memorial Park. TBD Zhether the trees are Maine sXrYiYor tree 



 offspring or Chinese h\brids. 

 Janet Anderson from the OPA enYironmental committee told Xs there Zill be a 
 commXnit\ program in GXild Park on three ThXrsda\s in JXl\ - the same 
 program Zill be repeated three times - to tell people aboXt the forest 
 management plan for GXild Park. Dates: 7/10, 7/17, 7/24 at 7 pm. 

 Kimbark reqXested that Janet ask for YolXnteers to check that the tide gate is 
 open Zhen it is sXpposed to be. 

 Barr\ reqXested neZ contact information for beach profiling. C\nthia Zill 
 proYide. 

 State conserYation groXp annXal meeting in October in BrXnsZick. Speaker Zill 
 be DoXg Beck, Zho rXns the Maine Trails program. 

 Fall Fest is happening again this \ear in late September. 

 We ma\ not haYe a meeting in JXl\. 

 Meeting Zas adjoXrned at 8 pm. 
 MinXte sXbmitted b\ C\nthia N\e 
 Kimbark G. Smith, Chair OOB ConserYation Commission 


