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TOWN OF OLD ORCHARD BEACH 
TOWN HALL CHAMBERS 

FEBRUARY 4, 2020 
MINUTES 

 
A Town Council Meeting of the Old Orchard Beach Town Council was held on Tuesday, February 4, 
2020. Vice Chair O’Neill opened the meeting at 6:30 p.m.   
 
The following were in attendance: 

Vice Chair Shawn O’Neill 
Councilor Kenneth Bow 

Councilor Jay Kelley 
 Councilor Michael Tousignant 

Town Manager Larry Mead 
Assistant Town Manager V. Louise Reid 

 
Absent:                                          Chair Joseph Thornton   
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:   
 
ASSISTANT TOWN MANAGER:  Thanks to OOB 365 and to the American Legion for hosting the Free 
OOB365 Community Dinner and to all those who attended this great event.  The Red Cross will be at 
Oceanwood in Ocean Park on March 31st and they are asking for people to call Jen Hayes at Oceanwood 
and sign up.  The number is 939-9655.  We remind people that the Ocean Park Association will be 
having a Blood Drive in April and are looking for donors to sign up for the event.  Please – email or call 
the Ocean Park Association. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES:    Accept the Town Council Minutes of January 21, 2020. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Tousignant seconded to Accept the Minutes as 
read. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
 
GOOD AND WELFARE: 

REFERENDUM QUESTION ONE 
 

VICE CHAIR:   I open this Public Hearing at 6:32 p.m. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING:    Shall the Town Council be authorized to sell a Town-owned 20,000 square-foot 
vacant lot at 32 Juniper Street (Tax Map Lot 402-1-8) as publicly noticed on September 17, 2019 through 
a competitive bid process and with bids opened on October 18, 2019, or even through a new 
competitive bid process, in the Town Council’s discretion, pursuant to Section 409.15 of the Town 
Charter? 
 
This parcel was given to the Town by the former owner.  At the time there was no prospect that Juniper 
Street would be developed and the former owner did not wish to continue to pay the property taxes.  
Juniper Street has now been built and this parcel is now a buildable lot served by public water.  Its best 
use is as a single family residence.  For this reason the Town offered it for sale through a public 
advertising process and received several bids; with $60,000 being the highest offer (from Cary 
Seamons).  At the time it was offered for sale we did not realize that the parcel was not tax acquired.  
The Town’s Charter requires that the sale of Town owned property must be approved by the Town’s  
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Voters, with the exception of tax acquired property.  For this reason there will be a question on the 
March 4th ballot asking voters to approve the sale. 
 
CHAIR:  I close this Public Hearing at 6:36 p.m. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING BUSINESS LICENSES AND APPROVAL:  
 
VICE CHAIR:   I open this Public Hearing at  6:37 p.m. 
 
Royal Anchor dba/Waters Edge (202-1-5), 203 East Grand Avenue, Live Music – Hours of Entertainment – 
11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. – Outside (Note—hours changed from noon to 8 p.m.)\\ 
 
VICE CHAIR:   I close this Public Hearing at 6:38 p.m. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Councilor Blow seconded to Approve the 
Business License as read. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT: 
 
MDOT Traffic Scoping Meeting:  Maine Department of Transportation conducted a traffic review meeting 
related to a proposal to develop a gas station/convenience market at 15 Ocean Park Road, located on the 
south side of the road between Jeanette Avenue and Melvin Avenue.  The project will also include a self-
storage facility behind the convenience market.  Because this is located on a State road, Rout 5, the 
project must be reviewed by Maine DOT.  The purpose of the meeting is for preliminary consideration of 
likely traffic implications stemming from the proposed business activity.  The applicant is represented by 
a consulting traffic engineer who presents information about the type and volume of traffic that is 
anticipated from this business.  The Town employees a consulting traffic engineer to review the 
application and the State MDOT traffic engineer also reviews the application.  Area residents were 
notified of the meeting by MDOT and a number of them spoke of their concerns about adding more 
traffic to an already heavily traveled road.  The Town and the MDOT asked the applicant to provide 
additional information, including information about how vehicles making left hand turns will enter and 
exit the business.  The applicant was directed to conduct traffic studies in July between Saco/OOB Town 
line and the intersection on Temple Avenue and Saco Avenue.  MDOT will hold a second traffic scoping 
meeting at a later date. 
 
Most residents who own their home and live in OOB year round will have received a one-time property 
tax refund from the State in the amount of $104.  I was told today that there are about 100 property 
owners who have not yet received this check because the name or names on the account exceeded the 
number of characters allowed by the State’s mailing software.  Our Assessing Office is working with the 
State to rectify the situation as soon as possible.  The Town Manager will again take this opportunity to 
remind residents who own their own home and whose primary residence is in Old Orchard Beach 
Homestead Exemption.  This property tax relief program is available to any homeowner who is a full time 
resident, regardless of age or income.  Under the Homestead Program your valuation on your home is 
reduced by $25,000.  Give the current property tax rate of $15.30/thousand dollars of value, this lowers 
your tax bill by $382.  This can be a significant saving for many of our homeowners; 12.5% for homes 
valued at $200,000.  For those who own Mobile Homes, the Homestead Exemption could be a savings of 
as much as 50% of your tax bill.  So if you are a year round homeowner and don’t think you are receiving 
the Homestead Exemption, please all the Assessor’s Office at the Town Hall to ask about the program.  
To qualify for the upcoming tax year you have to file an application not later than April 1st.  So keep that 
date in mine, April 1st, 2020.  This is a one-time application as long as you continue to live at the same 
property, not something that needs to be done each year. 



Page 3 of 18    Town Council Meeting Minutes of February 4, 2020. 

 
Property Tax Relief – Staying with the theme of property tax relief, this past year the Town Council 
implemented a new program that can reduce property taxes for many residents who are 70 years of age 
and older and who have lived in Old Orchard Beach as year-round residents for at least the last ten 
years.  There are income limitations to be eligible for this program and you have to also apply to and 
qualify for the State of Maine’s property tax relief program when you file your Maine State income tax 
form.  The Town received 41 applications and 30 applicants qualified.  A total of $19,462 was receive and 
the average reduction in taxes was $650.  For information about this program contact the Town’s 
Finance Department or get information through the Town’s website. 
 
Job Fair – The Town will hold a Job Fair on Monday, February 17 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., here in the 
Town Council Chambers.  We are looking for applicants for full and part-time seasonal positions with the 
Police Department, Lifeguards, Public Works, Recreation, Ballpark, Wastewater, and Parking 
Enforcement.  There will be immediate interviews with Department Heads on that day.  We invite people 
to come in on the 17th to learn about our job openings.  Come dressed for an interview, bring your 
resume, or just to ask questions.  It’s that easy to line up a job for the coming summer months.  More 
information is on our website. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
# 7169  Discussion with Action:  Re-appoint Warren Todd Bassett as a regular member of the  
 Finance Committee, term to expire 12/31/21.  
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Re-appoint Warren Todd 
Bassett as a regular member of the Finance Committee, term to expire 12/31/21. 
 
VOTE:     Unanimous. 
 
# 7170 Discussion with Action:  Approve the purchase of Primary Clarifier Wear Parts  
                  from Motion Industries, in the amount of $16,865.70, from Account Number 20161-50330 – 
                  Wastewater Equipment Replacement Account, with a balance of $57,728.48.  
 
Background: 

 
The Wastewater Department is on a four year cycle for ordering Primary Clarifier Parts.  These are 
normal wear parts that need replacement.  Old Orchard Beach Waste Water staff performs the removal 
and replacement of these wear parts.  This item was included in the FY20 Budget Cycle. 
  
Two bids were received: 
 
 Kaman Industrial Technologies  $15,128.80 
           2,485.16     $17,613.96 
    

Motion Industries          $16,865.70 
 
Staff recommends the purchase from Motion Industries for $16,865.70. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Approve the purchase of 
Primary Clarifier Wear Parts from Motion Industries, in the amount of $16,865.70, from Account 
Number 20161-50330 – Wastewater Equipment Replacement Account, with a balance of $57,728.48. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
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# 7171 Discussion with Action:  Approve the purchase of a Bare Stage Blower from 

         Aerzen Corporation, in the amount of $9,763.74, from Account Number 20161-50330 –    
                  Wastewater Equipment Replacement Account, with a balance of $57,728.48.   
 
BACKGROUND:   
 
The Department uses three (3) blowers to supply air to two aeration tanks and two sludge holding 
tanks.  One blower operates in the winter and two blowers operate in the summer.  Aerzen has offere a 
discount for those that would like to keep a spare blower stage in stock.  The blower stage is the main 
part of the blower.  They have agreed to hold the price of $9,763.74 for us compared to the regular 
price of $27,896.40.  The Factory would initially not allow us to make the purchae without a core 
exchange.  After much discussion and delay they agreed to sell the blower stage without a core 
exchange.  The purchae was part of the FY20 budget approval. 

            
MOTION:  Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Approve the purchase of a 
Bare Stage Blower from Aerzen Corporation, in the amount of $9,763.74, from Account Number 20161-
50330 – Wastewater Equipment Replacement Account, with a balance of $57,728.48. 
 
VOTE:    Unanimous. 
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# 7173 Discussion with Action:  Approve the Liquor License Renewals for Royal 
 Anchor dba/Waters Edge (202-1-5), 203 East Grand Avenue, Hotel, Food Optional, 
 Class 1-A; and Rafi Jacobi dba/Golan Inc. dba/Coastal Convenience/Bella Pizza 
 (206-26-4-A&C), 34 Saco Avenue, m-v in a Restaurant. 
 
MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Approve the Liquor 
License Renewals for Royal Anchor dba/Waters Edge (202-1-5), 203 East Grand Avenue, Hotel, Food 
Optional, Class 1-A; and Rafi Jacobi dba/Golan Inc. dba/Coastal Convenience/Bella Pizza  
(206-26-4-A&C), 34 Saco Avenue, m-v in a Restaurant. 
 
VOTE:  Unanimous. 
 
# 7174 Discussion with Action:  Accept the bid from and authorize the Town Manager to enter into  
 a Contract with Great Falls Construction Company, in the amount of $1,184,059.40, for the  
 construction of the Administration Building for the Wastewater Treatment Facility subject to  
 bond financing to be issued April 2020; as approved by Referendum at the November 6,  

2018 election; and $184,059.40 to be funded through the Sewer Reserve Fund, Account 
Number 30181-50959 – Waste Water Treatment Facility Construction Expense, with a 
balance of $830,182.44.        
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The Town issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) on December 12th for Construction of an 
Administration Building for the Wastewater Treatment Facility.  Bids were received from four 
companies: Great Falls, PM Construction, Optimum, Inc., and T. Buck Construction.  Woodard & 
Curran Engineering reviewed each of the bids submitted.  Great Falls was the low bidder for both the 
Total Base Bid and the Total Base Bid plus Alternatives; $31,978 lower than the next lowest bid 
submitted by PM Constructions Company.  Voters approved on November 6, 2018 the borrowing of 
$1,000,000 for this purpose and the Council has previously supported the use of the Sewer Reserve 
Fund for the remaining balance.  The Finance Department anticipates applying to the Maine 
Municipal Bond Banks in April for finance the project. 
 
MOTION: Councilor Blow motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Accept the bid from and 
authorize the Town Manager to enter into a Contract with Great Falls Construction Company, in the 
amount of $1,184,059.40, for the construction of the Administration Building for the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility subject to bond financing to be issued April 2020; as approved by Referendum at 
the November 6, 2018 election; and $184,059.40 to be funded through the Sewer Reserve Fund, 
Account Number 30181-50959 – Waste Water Treatment Facility Construction Expense, with a 
balance of $830,182.44.  
 
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
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# 7173 Discussion with Action:  Approve the purchase of a Bulk Hypochlorite Storage 
 Tank from Windward Compliance Corporaton in the amount of $9,244, from 
 Account Number 53002-50846 – WWTF CIP equipment Expense, with a balance 
 of $42,897.40. 
  
 
BACKGROUND:            
 
Hypo is used to disinfect the treated wastewater before it is discharged to the ocean.  The current hypo 
bulk storage and delivery system relies on infrastructure installed in the late 1980’s.  Staff has had 
repeated issues with breaks in the piping that delivers the hypo.  In addition, the bulk storage tanks are 
past their useful life span but cannot be replaced in their current location due to Code issues.  This 
project would place a hypo storage tank closer to the injection point therefore eliminating the long run.  
The existing system would stay in place and would be demolished as part of any larger upgrade.  By 
doing this we will have an alternative source of hypo until a new bulk storage area has been 
constructed.  We worked with Windward Compliance Corporation on this project as they will offer free 
consultation services if we purchase the equipment from them.  OOB Wastewater Staff will be 
coordinating the placement of the tank as well as terminating the piping and electrical necessary.  A 
quote was received from both Windward Compliance Corporation and a quote from USA Bluebook: 
 
  Windward Compliance Corporation $ 9,244.00 
  U.S. Bluebook   14,356.40 
 
MOTION: Councilor Kelley motioned and Councilor Blow seconded to Approve the purchase of a Bulk 
Hypochlorite Storage Tank from Windward Compliance Corporation in the amount of $9,244, from 
Account Number 53002-50846 – WWTF CIP equipment Expense, with a balance of $42,897.40. 
 
VOTE:   Unanimous. 
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MOTION:  Councilor Tousignant motioned and Councilor Kelley seconded to Adjourn the Town Council 
Meeting at 6:55 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
V. Louise Reid 
Town Council Secretary 
 
I, V. Louise Reid, Secretary to the Town Council of Old Orchard Beach, Maine, do hereby  
certify that the foregoing document consisting of eighteen (18) pages is a copy of the    
original Minutes of the Town Council Meeting of February 4, 2020. 

 
   V. Louise Reid  
 


